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[image: image5.wmf]This newsletter is distributed to all Division Captains, Vice Captains and all Aid to Navigation Staff Officers.  Please distribute to all your members.

	AV – Aids Verifier Training will be presented at the Spring Awards Conference in Nashua, NH.

[image: image6.wmf]On Saturday, April 26, 2008, an AV training session will be conducted from 0830 to1700.  You can become AV-Qualified with this training. The necessary check-offs will be provided at this workshop. Note that there are reading prerequisites for this workshop.

Students should download the D1NR-PATON03-AV-Aid Verifier Training Guideline and Check off List from www.uscgaan.com .  This AV Training Guide contains a list of the various tasks that will be checked off at the conference workshop.  Candidates should download this document from the PATON Web Page of the First Northern Web Site.

Candidates can also download the prescribed training forms, and guides from this web site.  Each task lists the background materials that are available for study.  Read this material before the workshop and check-off session.  There is a lot of information to internalize in order to become AV Qualified.  You will not be able to accomplish this task during the workshop unless you complete the prescribed readings and study in advance. If a candidate has any questions, contact DSO-AN, Frank Larkin at 978-263-3023 or e-mail at FrankJLarkin@verizon.net.

Tell your members about this AV Training Program.  If you have AV members who have not been active in the PATON program, this is a chance to get them updated.




During 2008, we have:


1,497 Federal Short Range Aids to Navigation.


2,156 Private Aids to Navigation.


   300 Bridges.


     56 Chart Updates

              34 Small Craft Facility Updates.

Check the break out for your Division on this chart.  Have you got a plan to get this job done?  Let us know now if you need help.

	2008 AID TO NAVIGATON, BRIDGE, & CHART UPDATING ACTIVITY: 

This table covers all ATON, PATON, Bridge, & Chart updating reports received through March 4, 2008. APRIL 1, 2007 STARTED THE 2008 NOAA-NOS CHART UPDATING YEAR. Planned = District Plan for 2008. Checked / Verified = AUXINFO report for date stated.  Chart Update and SCF Update stats from actual reports submitted through the DSO-AN.
2008 ATON, BRIDGE, PATON AND CHART/SCF UPDATING SUMMARY REPORT
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATONs
BRIDGES
PATONs
Chart Updates
SCF Updates
CG ANT
DIV
Planned
Chk'd
%
Planned
Chk'd
%
Planned
Verified
%
Goal
Actual
%
Goal
Actual
%
Boston
3
110
0
0%
13
1
8%
59
0
0%
5
0
0%
3
0
0%
4
215
0
0%
14
0
0%
58
0
0%
5
0
0%
3
0
0%
5
106
0
0%
37
5
14%
47
0
0%
5
0
0%
3
0
0%
9
0
0
0%
19
0
0%
57
0
0%
1
0
0%
1
0
0%
12
226
0
0%
7
0
0%
151
0
0%
5
0
0%
3
0
0%
Total
657
0
0%
90
6
7%
372
0
0%
21
0
0%
13
0
0%
Woods Hole
6
0
0
0%
16
0
0%
0
0
0%
5
0
0%
3
0
0%
11
0
0
0%
17
0
0%
0
0
0%
5
0
0%
3
0
0%
Total
0
0
0%
33
0
0%
1103
0
0%
10
0
0%
6
0
0%
Bristol
7
0
0
0%
16
1
6%
0
0
0%
5
0
0%
3
0
0%
 
8
0
0
0%
0
0
0%
0
0
0%
5
0
0%
3
0
0%
 
10
2
0
0%
0
0
0%
0
0
0%
5
0
0%
3
0
0%
 
Total
2
0
0%
16
1
6%
334
0
0%
15
0
0%
9
0
0%
South Portland
1
838
0
0%
75
0
0%
167
0
0%
5
0
0%
3
0
0%
 
2
0
0
0%
86
0
0%
180
0
0%
5
0
0%
3
0
0%
 
Total
838
0
0%
161
0
0%
347
0
0%
10
0
0%
6
0
0%
Total First Northern
1497
0
0%
300
7
2%
2156
0
0%
56
0
0%
34
0
0%



We can certainly use your help this year.  Now is the time to get trained or update your knowledge so you will be ready to go when the boat’s hit the water this Spring.  Check with your FSO-AN, your SO-AN or your ADSO-AN for more information.

NOTE to all AN Staff Officers:

April is the best time to start planning your ATON/CU Program for 2008.  The start of the season will be here before you know it.  How are you going to get your job done?

Planning is essential!  Without a plan, nothing will get done this year.
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Don’t wait.  If you need help, don’t be ashamed to ask for help.  You’re not expected to know all the answers.  That’s why we have a talented District Staff that can get you the answers.  However, we can’t help you until you ask. 

Let’s work together on this!  There is no problem to small or too big that we can’t handle for you.
	APRIL AN STAFF OFFICER ACTIVITY CHECK LIST



	Here are the AN Tasks that you should be reviewing with your team members during March.  Include the progress that you make as part of your monthly AN report.

□ Plan to attend the District Awards Conference at the Crown Plaza in Nashua, NH – April 26 and 27.

□ Participants in the New Web-Based Private Aid System are able to print out the Private Aid Verification Forms from their home PC, and are able to report their observations by the same method—their home PC.  Be sure to check the PATON’s deployment dates.  Many PATONs are not deployed until May 15 or later.

□ The qualifications for participation in the Web-Based PATON System are:

1. AV-Aids Verifier Qualification.

2. Working knowledge of Aids to Navigation and PATON regulations.

3. History of service to the CG ANT in your AOR.

4. Attendance at local USCG ANT Workshops in your AOR.
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Check that your access code still works.  Contact your ADSO-AN if you have any problems.

□ Check on the availability of Operational Facilities for your upcoming ATON/CU Patrols and start to plan and schedule your ATON/CU Patrols.

□ Meet with your Program Visitor (PV) FSO-PV and SO-PV and encourage them to do Small Craft Facility Updates.  Offer to do PV Visits on the SCF Facilities that you plan to check.

1. Have Small Craft Facility Updating Kits available for their use.
2. Train them how to prepare SCF reports and process the paperwork through their FSO-AN

3. Explain about the ANSC-7030 Activity Report – Mission procedure for reporting this activity.

□ It’s time to start checking the bridges.  Check out the Bridge Database at www.uscgauxnh.org/aton/ .

A Bridge Kit was distributed last week by e-mail to all of the D1NR Aid to Navigation Team members.  There are 300 bridges in First Northern that need to be checked.
□ It is always best to check out all bridges with lights and other safety equipment early in the season so that the bridges owners, upon notification by the Bridge Branch, can make the necessary repairs.

□ Many bridges can be checked from land.
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___________________________________________________________________________
[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]REPORTING SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY (REVISED)

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) encourages the maritime public to report information concerning suspicious activity to their local Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) Office, Http://www.fbi.gov/contact/fo/fo.htm , or to other appropriate authorities. Individuals can contact the DHS Watch and Warning Unit at (202) 323-3205, toll free at 1-888-585-9078, or by e-mail to nipc.watch@fbi.gov. The U.S. Coast Guard reminds the maritime industry that they may also report information concerning suspicious activity to the National Response Center (NRC) at 1-800-424-8802.

WHAT "SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY" SHOULD I LOOK FOR?

Though you are the person best suited to identify a behavior or activity as "suspicious" in the area you are most familiar with, the following list contains some issues you may want to consider in making such a determination:

· People appearing to be engaged in surveillance of any kind (note taking, shooting video/photos, making sketches, or asking questions).

· Unattended vessels or vehicles in unusual locations.

· Lights flashing between boats.

· Unusual diving activity.

· Unusual number of people onboard.

· Unusual night operations.

· Recovering or tossing items into/onto the waterway or shoreline.

· Operating in or passing through an area that does not typically have such activity.

· Fishing/hunting in locations not typically used for those activities.

· Missing fencing or lighting near sensitive locations.

· Anchoring in an area not typically used for anchorage.

· Transfer of people or things between ships or between ship and shore outside of port.
· Anyone operating in an aggressive manner.
· Individuals establishing businesses or roadside food stands near sensitive locations.

· Small planes flying over critical locations.

· People attempting to buy or rent fishing or recreational vessels with cash for short-term, undefined use.

Additional information is available online at http://www.americaswaterwaywatch.org .

Keep a sharp eye out for any of this activity while underway on PATON patrols.
LNM: 10/08 - MA-BOSTON INNER HARBOR-LOWER MIDDLE CHANNEL Revised

The Coast Guard is considering making the following changes to Aids to Navigation to facilitate navigation in this waterway:

CHANGE Lower Middle Channel Buoy 3 (LLNR 11140), to Lower Middle Channel Lighted Buoy 3 (LLNR 11140) Fl G 2.5s (LED).

Interested mariners are strongly encouraged to comment on this proposal in writing, either personally or through their organization. All comments shall be carefully considered and are requested prior to 7 March 2008 to facilitate the process. Refer to Project No. 01-08-021. In addition to the address listed on the front cover, e-mail can be sent to: Jack.J.McLaughlin@uscg.mil and faxes to (617) 223-807
LNM: 10/08 - ME-PORTLAND

The Coast Guard is conducting Waterways Analysis Reviews of Penobscot Bay and Tributaries. The Waterways Analysis Review is used to determine the effectiveness of aids to navigation within the waterways. The following areas are under review: Isle Au Haut Thorofare, Penobscot Bay Approaches, Isle Au Haut Bay, East Penobscot Bay, Fox Island Thorofare, Carvers Harbor (Vinalhaven), From South (Vinalhaven), From Westward (Vinalhaven), From Eastward (Vinalhaven), the Reach (Vinalhaven), Hurricane Sound, Laireys Narrows, Leadbetter Narrows, Gilkey Harbor, Castine Harbor, Bagaduce River, Penobscot River, Stockton Harbor, Searsport Harbor, Belfast Harbor, West Penobscot Bay, Inner Bay Ledges, Camden Harbor, Rockport Harbor, Rockland Harbor, Owls Head Bay, Muscle Ridge Channel, Two Bush Channel, Wheelers Bay, Tenants Harbor Approach, and Penobscot Bay and Approaches (Chart 13302). Mariners and other concerned parties are invited to comment on aids to navigation within these waterways. Any comments or recommended changes to aids to navigation should be received no later than May 15, 2008. Send comments to: Supervisor U.S. Coast Guard Sector Field Office Southwest Harbor, PO Box 5000, Southwest Harbor, ME 04679, ATTN: ATON Officer. Questionnaires can be obtained by mail by calling 207-244-423
MA-BOSTON HARBOR-WEYMOUTH FORE RIVER-ANCHORAGE REGULATIONS

[Federal Register: February 14, 2008 (Volume 73, Number 31)][Proposed Rules][Page 8635-8637]

From the Federal Register Online via GPO Access [wais.access.gpo.gov]

The Coast Guard proposes to establish Gull Point (PT) Special Anchorage area in the Weymouth Fore River, Weymouth, Massachusetts. This proposed action is necessary to facilitate safe navigation and provide a safe and secure anchorage for vessels of not more than 65 feet in length. This action is intended to increase the safety of life and property in the Weymouth Fore River, improve the safety of anchored vessels, and provide for the overall safe and efficient flow of vessel traffic and commerce.

DATES: Comments and related material must reach the Coast Guard on or before April 14, 2008.
LNM 10/08 - ME-STONINGTON-DEER ISLAND THOROFARE-PENOBSCOT BAY-ANCHORAGE REGULATIONS

[Federal Register: February 14, 2008 (Volume 73, Number 31)] [Proposed Rules]

[Page 8633-8635]

From the Federal Register Online via GPO Access [wais.access.gpo.gov]

The Coast Guard proposes to establish Crotch Island Special Anchorage in Stonington, Maine, on Deer Island Thorofare, Penobscot Bay. This action is necessary to facilitate safe navigation in that area and to provide safe and secure anchorage for vessels of not more than 65 feet. This proposal is intended to increase the safety for life and property on Deer Island Thorofare, improve the safety of anchored vessels, create workable boundaries for future mooring expansion, and provide for the overall safe and efficient flow of recreational vessels and commerce.

DATES: Comments and related material must reach the Coast Guard on or before April 14, 2008.

LNM: 10/08 - RI-NARRAGANSETT BAY-EAST PASSAGE Revised

The Coast Guard is considering making the following changes to this waterway.

DELETE East Passage Channel Buoy 13 (LLNR 17935)

Interested mariners are strongly encouraged to comment on this proposal in writing, either personally or through their organization. All comments shall be carefully considered and are requested prior to 27 March 2008 to facilitate the process. Refer to Project No. 01-08-019. In

addition to the address listed on the front cover, mailto: Jack.J.McLaughlin@uscg.mil and faxes to (617) 223-8073.
BRIDGE SECTION

BRIDGE                             TYPE WATERWAY                   NM  SUBJECT

Shore Road Bridge         F  Cape Neddick River  0.2  Bridge Demolition

Deer Isle/Sedwick          F  Eggemoggin Reach    2.8  Bridge Rehabilitation

Route 1A (High Street)  F  Parker River               1.8  Bridge Construction

Congress Street              B  Fort Point Channel     0.3  Bridge Repairs

Neponset River Bridge   F  Neponset River          1.5  Bridge Pier Rehabilitation

Route 3A                        B  Fore River                  3.5  Bridge Demolition

Sea Street Bridge            F  South River                1.9  Bridge Construction

Route 6                           B  Taunton River            1.8 New Bridge Construction

Beach Road                    F  Lagoon Pond               0.0  Bridge Construction

Route 114 Bridge           F  Barrington River          0.4 Bridge Construction

Route 114 Bridge           F  Palmer River                0.4 Bridge Construction

I-195 Bridge                   F  Providence River          7.3 Bridge Construction

I-195 (Washington)        F  Seekonk River              0.6 Bridge Construction/Chann. Rest
APPLICATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED FOR COAST GUARD PERMIT FOR THE FOLLOWING BRIDGES:

BRIDGE WATERWAY MILE NOTICE COMMENT PERIOD

Washington (I-195) Seekonk River 0.6 NA 14 March 2008

MAINE – CAPE NEDDICK HARBOR – CAPE NEDDICK RIVER – Bridge Construction – Work is ongoing to replace the Shore Road Bridge at mile 0.2, across the Cape Neddick River. The replacement bridge shall consist of three spans with approximately two feet of additional vertical clearance upon completion. The temporary highway bridge will re-located upstream to facilitate vehicular traffic and a 90-foot work trestle shall be installed to provide a work platform. The clearances under the temporary bridge and work trestle shall be approximately the same as the old Shore Road Bridge. Mariners should exercise caution while transiting the area.

Chart 13283 LNM 10/08 (CGD1)

MAINE – APPROACHES TO BLUE HILL BAY – EGGEMOGGIN REACH – Bridge Rehabilitation Construction & Vertical Reduction – Rehabilitation construction is underway at the Deer Isle Sedwick Bridge, mile 2.8, across Eggemoggin Reach between Deer Isle and Sedwick, Maine, and will continue through July 15, 2008. Vertical clearance is reduced by approximately 5 feet under the main span by containment shielding. Mariners should exercise caution while transiting the bridge. Chart 13316 LNM 10/08 (CGD1

MASSACHUSETTS – NEWBURYPORT HARBOR AND PLUM ISLAND SOUND – PARKER RIVER – Bridge Construction and vertical reduction –

Construction of the new Route 1A (High Street) Bridge at mile 1.8, across the Parker River at Newbury, Massachusetts, is underway and will continue through 2010. Containment netting has been installed under the bridge reducing the vertical clearance by approximately one foot or less. Work barges will be located a various locations and will move upon request. Working hours are from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. Mariners should exercise caution while transiting the area.

Chart 13282 LNM 10/08 (CGD1

MASSACHUSETTS – BOSTON HARBOR – FORT POINT CHANNEL – Bridge Repairs – Protective fender repairs and bridge rehabilitation construction are underway at the Congress Street Bridge, mile 0.3, across Fort Point Channel in Boston, Massachusetts. Barges may be located at various locations. Mariners should exercise caution while transiting the area.

Chart 13272 LNM 10/08 (CGD1)

MASSACHUSETTS – BOSTON HARBOR – NEPONSET RIVER – Bridge Pier Rehabilitation – Work is underway to rehabilitate the Neponset River highway bridge at mile 1.5, across the Neponset River between Boston and Quincy, Massachusetts. Rehabilitation construction will take three years to complete. Work barges will be located at various pier locations during the prosecution of these repairs. Mariners should exercise caution while transiting the area.

Chart 13270 LNM 010/08 (CGD1)

MASSACHUSETTS -WEYMOUTH - FORE RIVER - Bridge Demolition and Request for Advance Notice – Bridge pier and fender demolition at the old Quincy-Weymouth Route 3A is ongoing and will continue through January 2009. Mariners should exercise extreme caution while transiting the area.

Chart 13270 LNM 10/08 (CGD1)

MASSASCHUSETTS – MASSACHUSETTS BAY-SOUTH RIVER – Bridge construction – Work is underway for the construction of a new Sea Street highway bridge and a temporary pedestrian bridge across the South River at mile 1.9, between Marshfield and Scituate, Massachusetts. Work barges will be located in and around the Sea Street Bridge construction area. Working hours are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Mariners are advised to exercise caution while transiting the area.

Chart 13267 LNM 10/08 (CGD1)

MASSACHUSETTS MOUNT HOPE BAY – TAUNTON RIVER – New Bridge Construction – Construction work is in progress at the Route 6 Bridge across the Taunton River at mile 1.8. Work equipment is operating in and around the channel. Mariners are advised to

exercise caution when transiting the area.  Chart 13221 LNM 10/08 (CGD1)

MASSASCHUSETTS – VINEYARD SOUND - LAGOON POND – Bridge construction – Work is underway for the construction of a temporary highway bridge across Lagoon Pond at mile 0.0, between Tisbury and Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts. Work barges will be located in and around the bridge construction area. Working hours will be 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. Mariners are advised to exercise caution while transiting the area

Chart 13233 10/08 (CGD1)

RHODE ISLAND -NARRAGANSETT BAY – SEEKONK RIVER- MODIFICATION- The U.S. Coast has received an application from the Rhode Island Department of Transportation for an extension of time to complete modification of the Washington (I-95) Bridge across the Seekonk River, between Providence and East Providence, Rhode Island. This application is proposed to extend the time of construction until October 2012. Comments on the this proposal should be forwarded to the office of the Commander (dpb), First Coast Guard District, Battery Park Building, NY 10004-1466 through March 14, 2008. Copies of the full public notice, which provides more detail, can be obtained by writing to the above address or by calling (212) 668-7165. Chart 13224 LNM 10/08 (CGD1)

RHODE ISLAND – NARRAGANSETT BAY – BARRINGTON RIVER – Bridge Construction – New bridge construction for the Route 114 Bridge, mile 0.4, across the Barrington River at Barrington, Rhode Island is ongoing through 2010. New bridge piers are located in the waterway upstream from the temporary highway bridge. Work barges will be located at various locations during working hours 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Saturday. Mariners are advised to exercise caution while transiting the area.

Chart 13221 LNM 10/08 (CGD1)

RHODE ISLAND – NARRAGANSETT BAY – PALMER RIVER – Bridge Construction – Removal of the old Route 114 Bridge and new bridge construction, mile 0.4, across the Palmer River between Warren and Barrington, Rhode Island is underway and will continue through 2010. Barges will be located at various locations during working hours 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. Mariners should exercise caution while transiting the area. Chart 13221 LNM 10/08 (CGD1)

RHODE ISLAND – PROVIDENCE RIVER APPROACH – PROVIDENCE RIVER – Bridge Construction – Construction of the new I-195 Bridge, mile 7.3, across the Providence River, south of the hurricane barrier, is underway. Barges are positioned at various locations on the west side of the waterway outside the main channel. Mariners should exercise caution while transiting the area.  Chart 13221 LNM 10/08 (CGD1)

RHODE ISLAND – NARRAGANSETT BAY – SEEKONK RIVER – Bridge construction & channel restriction – Bridge construction is on going at the I-195 Washington Bridge, mile 0.6, across the Seekonk River. A 50’ x 40’ utility barge and a 80’ x 50’ crane barge will be stationed in the main channel at all times 24/7 under the center span of the bridge along the bridge protective fender on one side or the other through June 1, 2008. Vessels that need the full channel width for passage may contact the contractor, Testa Corporation, via VHF channel 13 & 16 or by calling (781) 245-3555. Mariners should exercise extreme caution while transiting the area. Chart 13221 10/08 (CGD1)
SAFETY ZONES-MA-BOSTON-ATLANTIC OCEAN-NORTHEAST GATEWAY-DEEPWATER PORT  (REVISED)

The Coast Guard is establishing two temporary safety zones 500 meters around the primary components, two independent submerged turret-loading buoys, of Excelerate Energy's Northeast Gateway Deepwater Port, Atlantic Ocean, and its accompanying systems. The purpose of
these temporary safety zones is to protect vessels and mariners from the potential safety hazards associated with deepwater port facilities. All vessels, with the exception of deepwater port support vessels, are prohibited from entering into or moving within either of the safety zones.  The safety zones include all navigable waters of the United States within a 500-meter radius of the two submerged turret loading buoys of the Northeast Gateway Deepwater Port located
at 42°23-39- N, 70°35-28- W and 42°23-55- N, 070°36-48- W, however mariners are advised to avoid the area within a full 1,000-meter radius of these two locations due to potential safety hazards associated with the underwater infrastructure. Additional details regarding this regulation can be found by going to www.regulations.gov and doing a search for "Northeast Gateway." LNM 03/08
This is a hot issue for many mariners.

Please pass the word at your marinas and yacht clubs.

	Every Auxiliarist, while underway on an OPFAC, should be checking every ATON, PATON and Bridge that they encounter for discrepancies, and also be checking the shoreline for charting errors as well as providing update reports on all Small Craft Facilities in their AOR.




Check out the First Northern Aid to Navigation Web Site at www.uscgaan.com for anything you need to know about our program.  Send us a digital photo for our “ATONers in Action” web page.  

Please distribute this newsletter to other members of the Coast Guard and Coast Guard Auxiliary.
	Under the Privacy Act of 1974, all information in this newsletter may only be used for official purposes. Any other use is a violation of law. This newsletter was prepared and published by the First Northern Aid to Navigation Team –DSO-AN 1NR.

Distribution of this Newsletter to other members of the Coast Guard and Auxiliary is encouraged.
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