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	“We verify the ATONs and PATONs, check the Bridge and update the Charts of First Northern."
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Report 07-09 

Aids to Navigation is a year-round program

There is no excuse for a “No report” response from any AN Staff Officer in D1NR.  Use this report as yours.  Here are just a few of the activities that are available for the coming months:

□  PATON Program – The CG ANTs could use some help reviewing and filing all of the PATON verification reports that you have submitted during the season.  Contact your ADSO for more information.  And, there still is time to wrap up the verification some of the remaining private aids.  Most private aids will be pulled by late September or October in our AOR. There is still time to check out and list the non-permitted private aids.  Check the AN Website at www.uscgaan.com for instructions.

□  ATON Program – Federal aids are deployed year round.  Unfortunately, our OPFACs are not.  There are a few months left for regular patrols.  Make checking Federal Aids an integral part of your operational activities for the rest of 2007 and all of 2008.

□  BRIDGE Program – Checking bridges is a year round activity, and much of the activity can be performed on foot.  Pre-print the bridge forms for your locale from the Bridge Database at www.uscgauxnh.org/aton/ to have them ready and available when you are around the bridge.  It takes only a few minutes to check the safety equipment on a bridge.  The Bridge program requests an annual report on each bridge and discrepancy reports whenever you observe defects to the safety equipment on a bridge. There are still a lot of bridges left that need annual reports.

□  SMALL CRAFT FACILITY Program – A completely new SCF programs has been established this year.  Checking these marine facilities is a year around activity.  Check the SCF web page at www.uscgaan.com for the new study guide and new form for performing SCF activity.  As explained in the new study guide, SCF activity can lead to multiple Chart Updating activities.  If you can’t get out to check the facilities on scene, there is a lot of pre-planning that can occur during the winter months in anticipation of better weather next spring.

□  CHART UPDATING Program – A completely new CU Program has been developed this year.  Check out the new study guide that is available at www.uscgaan.com  There are lots of photos of the maritime objects and facilities that need to be observed, located, and identified on nautical charts.  Take the time to read the guide. A lot of work and thought has gone into it for your benefit.  Chart Updating can be performed year round. 

New AN Staff Officer Training at the January Conference

The training of Aid to Navigation Staff Officers will be the focus of the Aid to Navigation Program Workshop at the Auxiliary January Conference in 2008.  Each of the five Aid to Navigation Programs will be explained.  In addition, a “AN Staff Officer Manual” will be available that will feature “How to run an effective AN Program.”  Make sure you have the right person in the AN job, and the AN Team will be ready to train your selection.  Everything that an AN Staff Officer needs to know will be in the AN Staff Officers Manual.

The new Aid to Navigation Program is getting great visibility with the Coast Guard.  There are hundreds of private aids and bridges that need to be reported.  There are thousands of potential chart updates and small craft facility updates that need to reported to NOAA.  We need your SO-ANs and FSO-ANs to help us get this important job done.

The Web-Based PATON System Progress Report

Re-programming is continuing.  Some of the old screens have already been completed but have not yet been updated to the live system.  It appears that we will be looking at the new screens when the PATON System kicks off in the Spring of 2008.  In the meantime, the quality of the reports that are being submitted is quite high.  Much thanks goes to the few loyal Aid Verifiers who were out there this season verifying PATONs..

Loss of AV (Aid Verifier) Qualification on 12/31/2007.

As warned earlier this year, any AV (Aid Verifier) that hasn’t submitted an ATON, PATON or Bridge report in the past five years – January 1, 2003 thru December 31, 2007 will loose their AV designation.  The evidence of this activity must be resident in AUXDATA as of December 31, 2007.  Members who lose this qualification must complete the AV Re-qualification Program in order to be eligible to verify PATONs in the future.  Members who are dropped will also loose their access to the Web-Based PATON System.  Please alert your AVs.
News about the Aids to Navigation . . .

· The new Web-Based Program should be available in the Spring of 2008.

· The trend will be toward the new led lights on aids to navigation, including installing them in major lighthouses as the classical lens are removed.

· Look for a reduction in the use of sub-cables throughout the Coast Guard.

· Fog signals will be reduced by switching to user-activated sound signals or just discontinuing them.

· The use of electronic charting systems is reducing the need for sounding signals.

· Use of Automated Identification System (AIS) is being evaluated as replacement for the capability currently supplied by radar beacons (RACONs).

· Non-ferrous buoys are being substituted for regular steel hulls in greater numbers. Larger buoys are becoming involved in the program.

· Critical wood range structures are being replaced with standard CG steel structures in storm prone areas.

· The total Federal Aid population will be reduced by 5% in the near future. This possibly will cause an increase the number of Private Aids, especially in the remote areas.

· The revised CG Light List is due to be released by February, 2008.

· Private owners, including municipalities, are responsible for the repair and upkeep of the aids and bridges that they own. 

We’re waiting to assist you with your AN Program.

We can train your members.  We can run brief workshops at your meetings. We can train your SO-AN or FSO-ANs.  We have an updated Aid to Navigation Web Site at www.uscgaan.com and a Bridge Database at www.uscgauxnh.org/aton/.  We need your assistance to expand our great programs to your District or Flotillas.  We only need a few good people from each District to make a big difference in the AN/CU Program.

Submitted by:

Frank J Larkin, DSO-AN - 978-263-3023 - FrankJLarkin@verizon.net
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