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	United States Coast Guard Auxiliary



	
	AN MONTHLY REPORT

FIRST NORTHERN AID TO NAVIGATION TEAM

	“We verify the ATONs and PATONs, check the Bridge and update the Charts of First Northern."
	July 2007


	Get your Division ATON Program Cranked Up!


The National Auxiliary Aid to Navigation Department has been moved from “Operations” to the “Maritime Safety (Prevention)”M” Department

As of July 1, 2007, the “National Aid to Navigation Department” was moved to “Maritime Safety “Prevention” Department” from “Operations” and now reports to DC-M Greg Kester.  The new name for this National Department is “Navigation Systems Division.”  The new designations for the National Staff positions are:

Division Chief, DVC-MN, Frank J. Larkin. (Division 10, 1NR)

Bridges Branch, BC-MNB, Kevin Redden.

Cartography Branch, BC-MNC, Edwin L. Martin.

Information Branch, BC-MNI, Michael Quinn (Division 7, 1NR)

Private/Federal ATON Branch, BC-MNP, Kevin Blount. (Division 6, 1 NR)

	PATON SYSTEM Verifications are heating up




There is a lot going on!

ANT Woods Hole – A final PATON Workshop is planned for  Friday, July 20th at the Orleans Firestation, 88 Eldredge Parkway, Orleans MA at 1900. This will be the last PATON Workshop of 2007. Contact Bob Nolan at 508-420-1008 or e-mail him at RNolan3579@aol.com for more details.  All AVs need to attend a PATON Workshop this year in order to participate in this program.  This is the last chance to attend a PATON Workshop.

956 PATONs have been identified in the ANT Woods Hole AOR.  We certainly will need much help on the Cape this year to get this verification job done. There are 109 PATONs in Division 6.  There is lots of work for everyone.

ANT Boston –Division 5 is 95% complete. Division 12 is expected to be 40% complete after a July 9th patrol to New Inlet. The balance of the Division 12’s PATONs are in the Plymouth/Duxbury area which are scheduled for completion by Eunice Bloomquist, SO-AN 12. Division 9 will be wrapped up during a July 10th patrol to the Connecticut River. This is a joint Auxiliary/Coast Guard Patrol. Divisions 3 and 4 have not been heard from as yet. We will be focusing on these areas in the second half of July. Contact Jeff James at 978-486-4346 or e-mail him at sinbadtoo@verizon.net if you need more information.

ANT Bristol – The training has been completed.  We are waiting for the verification reports to start coming in.

ANT South Portland – ANT Portland is operating this year on the old PATON verification system. Contact Tom Raynor at 207-363-7541 or e-mail him at Tom@RaynOrshyn.com for further details.

We are still waiting for the reprogramming of the Web-based PATON System to be completed.  A decision was made to go ahead with the existing system until the system is completed. 

Participation in the PATON Program: In order to participate in the PATON Program, your members must register on the new Web-based PATON System at www.usharbormaster.com..  You are working directly for the ANT Chief when participating in this program. Access Codes are controlled by DPW1 at the advice of the ADSO-AN and the ANT Chief.  Without this code authorization, you cannot access the Web-based PATON System.  We have been keeping up with the requests for access.  If you are having any problems or have forgotten your Access and Password, contact your ADSO-AN.

	Chart Updating




A Chart Updating Workshop is scheduled for Thursday, July 26 at 1900 at the Division 2 Monthly Meeting at South Portland Harbor.  Everyone is invited to attend this workshop.  The new Chart Updating Study Guide and three new CU updating forms will be presented.  The latest version of the Small Craft Facility Program will also be presented. Both these documents are now available on the AN Website at www.uscgaan.com..  If you plan to attend the workshop, download copies of the Study Guides. Contact Tom Raynor at 207-363-7541 or e-mail him at Tom@RaynOrshyn.com for further details.

A Chart Updating Workshop is scheduled for Thursday, July 20 at 1900 at the Sector Boston Coast Guard Station, 427 Commercial Street, Boston MA.  The new Chart Updating Study Guide and three new CU updating forms will be presented.  The latest version of the Small Craft Facility Program will also be presented. Both these documents are now available on the AN Website at www.uscgaan.com. Thirty-eight potential chart update opportunities have been listed in the Dorchester/ Neponset River Area of Boston Harbor.  We will be forming a Chart Update Team for this area at this workshop  All members are welcome to join in this program.  Contact Frank Larkin at 978-263-3023 or FrankJLarkin@verizon.net for more details. This is a great opportunity to develop and hone your Navigation Skills.

	The Bridge Program is off to a slow start




Any member can download the bridge form from the Bridge Database at www.uscgauxnh.org/aton/.  Bridge reporting is performed on line from your home computer. Provided is a fill-in-the-blanks type form that takes you through all of the safety equipment on a bridge that needs to be checked.  There is a special Bridge Page on the AN Website that has all of the information that you and your members need to learn about the BAP - Bridge Administration Program.  Please start checking the bridges in your AOR right away!

Contact Frank Larkin at frankjlarkin@verizon.net to schedule a Bridge Workshop in your AOR, possibly as part of a Division or Flotilla Meeting. The time requirement is a little over two hours

	Other AN Events




Division 7 is running AN on-the-water training patrols in Narragansett Bay every Wednesday night.  Contact Mike Quinn at 401-737-5078 or e-mail at michaelsquinn@gmail.com if you want to participate.

Weekly AN on-the-water training patrols have begun in the Boston Harbor area. 99% of the Boston Harbor area PATONs have been verified.  We are starting to extend the weekly PATON Patrols north and south.  We are planning to head to New Inlet this week and will be moving into the Lynn, Marblehead, and Gloucester area next week.  Contact Frank Larkin at 978-263-3023 or FrankJLarkin@verizon.net if you would like to participate on this training patrols. Tony Silvestri, SO-AN 05 was qualified as an AV on last Monday’s patrol.

Bridge Data Base – www.uscgauxnh.org/aton/
PATON Database – www.usharbormaster.com
AN Web Site – www.uscgaan.com/
“Check out the AN Program!”
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