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“We verify the ATONs and PATONs, check the Bridge and update the Charts and Small Craft Facilities of First Northern."
           MAY 2007

             AN MONTHLY REPORT
PRIVATE AID SYSTEM Progress Report!
The new Web-Based Private Aid system is scheduled to be ready for introduction in June 2007.  ANT Woods Hole has scheduled an AV Workshop for Wednesday, May 30th at 1900 for Division 11 and 6 members. ANT Boston and ANT Bristol will also be scheduling AV Workshops in the next few weeks. Notices will be e-mailed to AVs and the workshops will be advertised on the First Northern AV Web Site at www.uscgaan.com/.

Requirements:  In order to participate in this program, you must be AV qualified.  Qualified participants will receive access codes and passwords to used the system from their home PCs.  Each USCG ANT is looking for committed members to work at the ANT on this program.  While each ANT may be slightly different, here are some of the tasks that need to be completed:

Updating the I-ATONIS System.

Maintaining the PATONs files.

Contacting the owners regarding reported discrepancies (via the internet) at the direction of the ANT OIC.

Follow up on PATON compliance (via the internet) at the direction of the ANT OIC.

Assisting and instructing PATON owners and Harbormasters in the use of the Web-based PATON System.

This is a perfect job for the Auxiliary.  We need volunteers who are willing to be trained and are self-starters to get this job done.  Much of the day-to-day work can be performed on your home PCs.  This is a great opportunity for a retiree who wants to stay active.

All of the PATONs allocated to ANTs Boston, Bristol, Woods Hole, and South Portland and Southwest Harbor are being reviewed at DPW1 by Frank Larkin and Frank Senkel.  Excel lists are being prepared showing any noted problems.  These lists will be sent to the CG ANT and Auxiliary liaison to be corrected. These lists are much shorter that those created last year.

Check out the D1 AN Program Web Site!
There have been many updates to the First Northern web site during April and May.  Check it out at: www.uscgaan.com/ Let us know if we are missing anything!  We always welcome suggestions and assistance with our web site.

It’s time to check the Bridges!

Now that the boats are getting launched, please start checking the bridges in your Division.  We need extra assistance in Divisions 1 and 9 where many bridges remain unreported.  Anyone interested in performing bridge checks should log on to the D1 Bridge Database at: www.uscgauxnh.org/aton/.   Click on your Division and a list of bridges will appear.  There are great training tools on how to perform a bridge check on the D1 AN Program Web Site under Bridges.  If you need a Bridge Workshop in your Flotilla or your Division, contact your SO-AN.  District staff is available to make these presentations.  A Bridge Workshop takes about two hours.  This is a great program for your new members.  Division 7 has an OPFAC underway every Wednesday evening where you can receive Bridge Checking training.  Contact Mike Quinn.  There is a similar training patrol planned in Boston Harbor.  Details will be advertised on the Bridge page of the First Northern Bridge Page




A New Chart Updating Program is available on the First Northern AN Web Site!

A completely new Chart Updating Study Guide is available along with new forms that will walk you through the chart updating process.  This new guide is loaded with pictorials and new information on each potential chart discrepancy.  An updated Chart Updating Training PowerPoint presentation is also available on the Chart Update Page on the D1AN Web Site. There are various other PowerPoint presentations available for self-instruction---all now available on the D1 AN Program Web Site under Chart Updating.  The focus of this new approach to Chart Updating is Accuracy, Credibility and Professionalism.

The Chart Updating Web Page on the D1 AN Web Site has been redesigned and updated.  Everything you will need to participate in this program is available on this web site.  We invite your comments and suggestions on this new web page.

The Adopt-A-Chart Program has been discontinued.  So you are now able to report on every chart that NOAA provides.  And, when you send in professional reports with the proper attachments, you may order a new chart from NOAA – free.

Chart Updating Training is always available at your Division level.  You just have to ask for it. Contact your SO-AN or ADSO-AN for scheduling.  We will teach your members to see the discrepancies and errors on their charts that currently may be transparent to you and them. This is a great program for your new members.

A New Small Craft Facility Updating Program is available on the First Northern AN Web Site!

This is an entirely renovated program that is at the core of the Chart Updating Program.  There are new criteria for reporting these facilities and a completely new form.  Each SCF has the potential for a SCF report, a chart update, and a potential Coast Pilot update.  All this new information is contained in a new Small Craft Facility Study Guide, which is available on the D1 AN Web Site – www.uscgaan.com/. This program lends itself to team organization at the Flotilla and Division level.  

There is a great tie in to the PV program and the Harbor Watch programs.  There is also some continuity with the new PATON Program due to the owner contact.

SCF training is available at the Flotilla or Division level.  SCF can become a great Flotilla or Division project. Contact your SO-AN or ADSO-AN for scheduling.

A SCF Database is being developed to list all of the potential Small Craft Facility site within First Northern.  This database will work similar to the Bridge Database.  You will be able to print out a list of potential Small Craft Facilities that need updating.  Data will be sorted by Division and Small Craft Facility.

New tools for the Federal Aid Program

There are many new aspects to the Federal Short Range Aids to Navigation Program.  A new USCGAUX Federal Short Range Aid to Navigation Study Guide has been developed and is posted to the Federal ATON Page of the D1 AN Web Site.  There are also new forms available on the site.

New guidelines have been developed for reporting fixes and depths.  These changes are focused on improving the quality and accuracy of AN reporting.  Spend a few minutes are review this new Guide.

The D1 AN Web Site also has a revamped ATON KIT for your use.  It includes all of the discrepancy drawings that have been part of the PowerPoint presentations.  Down load and print out a copy of this tool and keep it as a reference guide in your Navigation Kit.

The D1 Aid to Navigation Team has developed a multi-faceted program that needs the support of your members.  We cease to exist without your support.  Contact me directly to discuss how we can train your members to provide meaningful support to the Coast Guard.

Frank Larkin, DSO-AN 013 - 978-263-3023 - FrankJLarkin@verizon.net
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