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OpenCPN CHART NAVIGATION SOFTWARE
INSTALLATION and CONFIGURATION

In order to work, the program has to have some charts.
This procedure gets the latest available CHARTS.

Making a place on your computer to store
the charts for the navigation program.

You need to create a folder on your computer to save the charts for the program to access. This activity is

performed only once. Follow this procedure exactly, including using the suggested file name, “Charts.” All

follow on instructions refer to this file name.

Step 1: Use your “MY COMPUTER” or “Start” icon to navigate to the C:\ hard drive. See the example

below.

I RrIE]

=

L T |

Step 2: Right click on the

open white space at the
right side away from the file

names at the left.

Step 3: \

Select “NEW”

PragramCuts

Step 4: Select “FOLDER”

Step 5: Check below where the system put a new file folde/nhighlighted in BLUE.

2/10/2008 &:01PM
2/10/2008 8:09 PM
12/30/2006 1:24 AM

112372011 10:45 PM

SQM File 1KB
SQM File 1KB
SQM File 1KB
SQM File 1KB
SQM File 1KB
SQM File 1KB
SQM File 1KB
Configuration settings 1KB
File folder

| somdatal 3. sqm
Step 6: Using your ;n‘:;"m
keyboard. type in the word  [o:sam
«“« ” [02.5qm
CHARY’ o
samnooptld.sqm
N | SystemInfo.ini
Step 7: Hit
ENTER
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This will be the directory (spot) where all your chart files will reside.
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How to update OpenCPN charts on your
Personal Computer

These charts are updated twice monthly on the Navigation Systems Web Site.

A.Open a “Charts” file.

This simplifies the whole process and standardizes for all AVs in the First District.
CAUTION: Be sure that OpenCPN is NOT running. If open, close it before you begin this process.

Step 1: Click on your “Computer” file.

Step 2: Double cljck on the drive.

—— —— e ————————————————————————————————————

A » Nymputer » 1

]
I
I
r

Syste roperties Uninstall or change a program Map network drive Open Control Panel:
! 1
hes 4 Hard Disk Drives (2) :
Inloads +. 05 (C) 2 Microsoft Office Click-to-Run 2010 (.. |
|nt Places i i |
L, > Devices with Removable Storage (1) :

op

I
I 4 Other (1) :
1
1€s 27 Roxio Burn Disc Viewer :

:E,'_, » Computer » OS(C) »

:' Share with ~ Burn

1
1
1
1
1
:tes Name Date modified Type :
1
[nloads a $RECYCLE.B 12/21/2011 1:55 PM  File folder :
:nt Places | apps 11/21/201111:12..  File folder :
rmp | Charts 3/5/2014 9:04 AM File folder |
1 g Config.Msi 2/28/2014 2:22 PM File folder :
LE!S_ ________ e L JO02000 2040 DL o Ellafaldan., _I

The “Charts” file will appear as shown below. Any existing Open/CPN chart packs that are on
file will appear. Each chart pack will show the date when they were last downloaded.

» Computer » OS(C) » Charts b

I
I
I Include in library Share with = Burn New folder
I

-
|
Jloads | 01CGD_ENCs 3/4/2014 814 PM  File folder

!
1
1
1
ks Name Date modified Type Size 1
1
1
1

> I 01CGD_RNCs 3/4/2014 815 PM File folder

These are the 2 09CGD_ENCs 3/4/2014 8:21 PM gdile folder h . h
| 09CGD_RNCs 3/4/2014 817 PM \ These are (he

chart packs |-—————-Z - ______T ) .
installation dates on

your computer.

Step 4: Highlight all the files in the directory and delete them.

The OpenCPN program must NOT be running when you do this deletion.
If this is a new install, the directory will already be empty. Move onto Section B.
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A.Deleting the old chart files

Step 1: Before you proceed to the next step, go back to the “Charts” file and delete all of the

outdated chart files.

Step 2: Close the “Charts” file.

You are now ready to move to B. Selecting the charts for your AOR.

B.Selecting the charts for your AOR.

Updated Open/CPN Charts are provided on a twice-monthly basis in the Navigation Systems Web Site at www-
uscgaan.com.

Step 1: Select the Open/CPN Web Page.
Log onto the DINR Navigation Systems website at www.uscgaan.com. Select the “OPEN CPN” web page from

the left-hand column.

OPEN CPN

|

|

i Click on the
I

' Web Page.

I

I

I

|

: What's new in ATON
I

: Most Popular

|
1 —
I
I
I
I
|

All of the charts for First Northern have been bundled into chart packages for you. Each package will provide
chart coverage from Northern Maine to Northern New Jersey. Division 15, Burlington has a special bundle
termed “9CGD Raster Charts (NY to Ml). The Division 15 charts are not in the standard chart bundle.

Charts for OpenCPN

1CGD Raster Charts (ME to NJ) - Update 1/27/14 <== Download for class

You MUST unzip file (350 Meg) before CPN can read them
Use the RNC and ENC link below to download other charts

Step 2: Scroll down on the “OPEN
CPN” web page and click on “1CGD
RASTER CHARTS.”

1CGD ENC (Vector Charts) «<== Download for class

These are LARGE files (350 Meg) so it will
take some time to download depending on 9CGD Raster Charts (NY to M) - Update 1/5/14

You MUST unzip file (350 Meg) before CPN can read them
Use the RNC and ENC link below to download other charts

your internet speed. The key word for this

o o i ———————————————————————————————————]

process is patience. Wait for each download
or update process to complete before
moving to the next step.

Step 3: Click on the chart link and select “SAVE AS” and save the files to your C:\charts directory

The system will immediately start the saving process. Be patient, it may take a long while to complete (4 to 5 minutes)

depending on your computer.
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http://www.uscgaan.com/

The 01CGD_RNCs.zip download has completed.

- A I T TN T% s
Windows Internet Explorer
d for class
What do you want to do with 01CGD_RNCs.zip? lor class
Size: 301 MB for class

From: www.uscgaan.com

< Open

The file won't be saved automatically.

< Save

> s

= &

1CGD Raster Charts (ME to NJ) - Update 3/1/14 <== Download for class

Cancel

=

You MUST unzip file (350 Meg) before CPN can read them
Use the RNC and ENC link below to download other charts

1

1

1

I

I

1

1

1

wnload for class |
I

1

1

1

I for class :
I

I

"= Download for clas,

Fnload for class

You can track the downloading process in the dialog box that is provided.

Open v

Open folder

View downloads |

Include in library *

Name

| 01CGD_ENCs
| 01CGD_RNCs
| 09CGD_ENCs
| 09CGD_RNCs
{ 09CGD_RNCs
CHARTCALDIR

= reserved_channel

reserved_channel kap

Share with ~

F

Burn New folder

¥ Date modified

3/4/2014 8:14 PM
3/4/2014 815 PM
3/4/2014 8:21 PM
3/4/2014 817 PM
3/5/2014 %04 AM
3/4/2014 851 PM
3/4/2014 851 PM
3/4/2014 851 PM

Note the track to your
“Charts” file.
Computer — OS(C:) - Charts

Type

File folder

File folder

File folder

File folder
Compressed (Zipp...
DIR File

Windows Bitmap
KAP File

You are now ready to move to C. Unzipping the Downloaded Chart.
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Size

T

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
233,227 KB :
2 KB '

4 The chart file will appear as
this item. Note thatitisa
zipped file.
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C.Unzipping the Downloaded Chart:
The downloaded chart files are zipped which means there are many files compressed into one massive file and you
will have to extract them for OpenCPN to utilize the charts correctly.
e If you have Windows 7:

B charts
g\ )vl ~ Computer ~ 05 (C:) ~ charts ~
Organize >, Gpen = Bum  MNew folder
A Favorten Name - Date modified Tvpe Sze |

B Desktop
1§ Downloads

H2/20117:30PM  Com

Step 1: Right click on the
Chart Pack listing.

12 Recent Places

[EjScan with Malwarebytes' Anti-Malwai
Open with...
=] Pictures Restore previous versions
i)l POMS Pa— N
B videos o
Step 2: Right click
P ep 2: Right clic
Create shortcut
“" »
8 Computer — on “EXTRACT ALL.
- & o © Rename
: LEXAR () Properties

€ Network

e Ifyou have any other Windows version, you may have to use a freeware program like 7ZIP or WinZip to
unzip the files.
e You might have to install 7zip if you cannot UNZIP the files.

Step 3: The screen, as shown below, will appear. Since you are logged onto the “Charts” file, the selected listing will
be downloaded to that file.

Click on the “SAVE” at the bottom right of the screen.

The default will be to extract into the current directory C:\charts which is what we want to do.

rpaiter 08 [C) b Charts ¥ w |44 || Sea ; P

I =
I ewloider = - @9

:1
II'\'\'I Drive (D
rmﬁ Office  ~

| e e DLCGD_RNCS

l.a;l‘fﬂ: Compressed (apped) Folder =

|
|
|
! |
s |
fioaas 01CGD_ENCs I
|t Places 01CG0_RNCs I
fon 09CGD_ENCE I
| 09CGD_ANGS I
Ih D9CGO_RNGS I
l ents I
] |
s |
N R q R
I Click in this !
frowe Name of Extracted file SAVE button. ]
! '
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Step 4: Now UNZIP the chart files in the folder for your charts.
g

() | Extract Compressed (Zipped) Fokders

Sedect a Destination and Fxtract Files

Filies will be extracted to this folder

Jlc: chaasicn ancd Browie.

¥ Show etracted files when complete

Click on “EXTRACT.”
l Cancel
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Once you click on “EXTRACT,” you can track the progress by observing the bar in the dialog box.

x|

O 1, Extract Compressed (Zipped) Folders

Files wil

cted to this folder

Select a Destination and Extract Files

[caen

¥ Show extrac

Discovere

NI
pying 624 items (612 MB)

Copying 624 items (612 MB)

from 01CGD_RNCS......\01CGD_RNCs to 01CGD_RNCs....\01CGD_RNCs
i d 624items (512 MB)...

.......

=[] x|

I
| ore detais

Hext Cancel

Once the file is extracted, the dialog box will close and you will see new directories that were created in
your chart folder C:\charts called 01CGD_RNCs.

Hang in there we are almost done.

You are ready to run the OpenCPN chart software and to tell it where to look for the extracted charts.

D. Opening the newly downloaded chart files for Open/CPN

usage.

Step 1: Double click on the OpenCPN

icon on your desktop.
The Open/CPN charts will appear on the

screen.

Step 2: Click on the “Wrench” box in
the top margin.

Step 3: Click on “Charts.”

Step 4: Check the “Full Force Database

Rebuild” box’ Then, click “OK.”

Step 5: Have patience, wait.
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Start the OpenCPN the navigation program by:

2 O

OpenCPN

=l e |
- B

Foptions e DR . - W0 T e

e e |

B &£ 0 & m &
Display Connections Charts Ships User Plugins
Interface
| ] !
Update Control :
[]Scan Charts and Update Database :
iForce Full Database Rebuild :
1
[ Ok ] [ Cancel ] [ Apply
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If this is your first time downloading charts, RUN the Navigation Program

e ey o T e ST/ S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S |
oy d2-0& ) -
a4/
— Home Insem Page Layout Refenences Klailings
_.ll o Cul Calibn (Bady) o PR e |
Past e - - - -
_ JF Format Paintes B AL e A E &
Chipboard + Fent

|

|

|

|

I

|

|

I

I

I

|

[

[

[

[

|

|

[

; [
i) [
' |
f 22| Marosoft Office Word 2007 . [
[

[

[

[

|

|

[

[

[

[

|

|

[

[

[

[

|

[ X5 | Morosaft Offios Excel 2007 A Wl

|_E Microsoft Office PowerPoint 2007 * S 1: Find th
tep 1: Find the

= Marosaft Office Outiook 2007 - Open/CPN file or ICON

m Quicken Dekuve 2011 » and double click on it.

.:- CutsFTP & Home :

@ googleearfhoexe - Shortout b | mabwork

{j_‘: Wirdoss Media Player ®

_:] Hatenad ,

Ay TurboTax 2011

3 Al Programs

||5ba'c1n'n|;|'un:-ﬂ1dﬁﬁ ﬂ Shutdown | ¥ e
Ir.‘surt b wmmrm_..| | | @] Moussft FrontPage -..
R — — e i ——— = = =
. . : [Welometoopencen 0 I =]
Step 2: The first time that you open the program |
[ .
you will see the welcome screen. Click OK and you 1 '0' OpenCPN s dstrbuted in the hope that twil be usefu,
—_— 1 = but WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY; without even the implied
. I I . . 1 warranty of MERCHANTABILITY or FITNESS FOR. A
PARTICULAR PURPOSE.
wi never see It aga in. 1 See the GNU General Public License for more details.
: OpenCPN must only be used in conjunction with approved
| paper charts and traditional methods of navigation.
1 DO NOT rely upon OpenCPN for safety of life or property.
: Please dick "OK” to agree and proceed, "Cancel” to quit.
I
| OK Cancel
, L =

Step 3: The next message to appear is the “NO
CHARTS INSTALLED” box, click OK
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Step 4: The next screen to appear is the “TOOLBOX”
settings. You now need to tell the program where the
charts are located. Click on the “Charts” tab from the
top of the menu.

Step 5: Now go to the C:\charts folder. You will notice that one file says ZIP at
the end and the other DOES NOT.

oolBox

Step 6: Select the file that does NOT have the ZIP at the

end. You can also verify you have the right file selected because
- there will be a small + to the right of the correct directory name

"Settings| GPs  Charts | vector Charts| AIS | Language/Fonts | Etc. | Plugn
[ Available Chart Directories

[e
1 3acasacf3646f479e551a
-] bfd218f8e7d50b2312565¢14be7¢

Kl Caren (the + means there are more files below).
=B charts
W] 01CGD_RNCs| *
.-JZ] uct;,cS.zwp
1 d5483e03f7bde73dfc9943f92702
I? ! === Step 7: Click on the unzipped charts
C:\charts\01CGD_RMNCs
Add Selection
Active Chart Directori
Delete Selection

Update Control
’7|- Force Full Database Rebuild

Ok Cancel

Step 8: Next, hit the “ADD SELECTION” button. You will see the directory being added to the ACTIVE
CHART DIRECTORIES.

T =
settings | 6Ps  Charts | veaor chonts| A5 | Languagerronts| erc. | eiglfis|
Awailable Chart Directories

ac -
[ 3ocat9cfi646f4i79e551a j
[ bfd216feerdS0b231a565C14be7 20615
a1 [ Canon
= = charts

# L1 01CGO_RNCs

1 0106D_RNCs.Dp

% [ d¥4B3e03fTbde7 dfco04 302702
5 [ dell

C:\charts\01CGD_RNCs e

Adtive Chart Directories:

C:\chans\01CG0_RNCs

= Step 9: Put a check in the “FORCE FULL DATABASE
REBUILD” box.

W Forcd Full Databacs Rebulld

P — Step 10: Click the “OK” button.
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You are now opening the Open/CPN Navigation Program to use those charts on your computer.

|
Page layout | Settings| GPS  Charts | Vector Charts| AIS | Language/Fonts | Etc. | Plugins|
Calibri (Body) Available Chart Directorie: LEbec [_‘
B 7 U- &ac ﬂ ading 2
[] 3aca99cf3646f4f79e551a
-] bfd218f8e7d50b231a565C14be7d0615
-] Canon
E-E charts [
[] 01CGD_RNCs
-1} 01CGD_RNCs.zip
5

€:\charts\D 1CGD_RNCs

|

Elapsed time ©  0:00:09
Estimated time :  0:00:15

Remaining time :  0:00:08

You have now completed loading the CHARTS

Twice each month, the NOAA chart database is refreshed. Be sure to update your chart database at
least monthly. Watch the www.uscgaan.com website for new edition dates of the charts or go to
NOAA website directly.

Any questions or problems please contact:
Mike Quinn, SO-NS 7

401-737-5078

michaelsquinn@gmail.com
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